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In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the ‘ Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that exists) 
and peace be upon the Master of the Messengers, his family and companions. 

We, the undersigned, have read this translation of the meanings of Sahih 
Al-Bukhari achieved by Dr. Muhammad Muhsin Khan and have done our best to 
revise and correct it from its beginning to its end so that, with the ability and 
efforts available; it has come near to correctness as much as possible. 

We thank Allah, the Elevated, for the success of this beneficial project and ask 
Him to bountifully reward all those who have undertaken it or participated in it — 
Allah’s Pleasure being our aim, and it is He Who guides us on the Right Path. 

Shakir Nasif Dr. Mahmud Dr. M. Taqi-ud-Din 

Al-Ubaydi Hamad Nasr Al-Hilali, Ph.D., 

M.A. (English), Graduate of Berlin University, 

Vanderbilt University, Khartum University, Germany, 

U.S.A., Physician: Professor: 

Teacher of English: King Hospital, Muhammad V University 

Baghdad University & Al-Madina. Morocco; 

College of Education, Islamic University, 

Makka ^ ' AI_Madin <^ Tr 

I have pursued a portion of this translation and found that the translator has 
succeeded in rendering the meanings of Al-J ami' As- Sahih (Sahih Al-Bukhari) 
into English in a simple comprehensible style free from complications. I have also 
noticed that he has chosen successfully the best and most authentic interpretation 
of some Ahadith that are interpreted differently by different scholars. 

Dr. Mahmud Hamad As-Sudani did his best to check the whole translation. The 
second revision was done by Mr. Shakir Nasif Al-Ubaydi. Finally, Dr. Muhammad 
Taqi-ud-Din Al-Hilali checked the translation with the translator Dr. Muhammad 
Muhsin Khan thoroughly and minutely, doing his utmost to correct the minor mistakes 
he detected, till the translation acquired a high degree of precision. 

May Allah bountifully reward whoever has participated in this benevolent 
work; and may He make people benefit by it. 

I am perfectly sure that the translation, with Allah’s Help and after all the 
great efforts exerted in its production, has neared perfection. 

In Allah’s Hands are all means of success. And praise be to Allah, the Lord of 
the ‘ Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that exists). 




MUHAMMAD AMIN AL-MISRI 

Ph. D., Cambridge University, England 
Head of Higher Studies Department 
Islamic University, Al-Madina Al-Munawwara 
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PREFACE TO THE NEW EDITION 



All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the ‘Alamin 
(mankind, jinn and all that exists) and peace be upon the Master of 
the Messengers — Muhammad ,0-j A\ , and then after 

This translation of the meanings of Sahih Al-Bukhari has been 
revised and the following changes have been made in this new 
edition: 

1 . Some additions and alterations have been made to improve the 
English translation and to bring the English interpretation very 
close to the correct and exact meanings of the Arabic text. 

2. As regards the previous (old) editions of this book ( Sahih Al- 
Bukhari) nobody is allowed to reprint or to reproduce it, after 
this new edition has been published. 

3. The new edition of this book is in two forms: 

a. First form — Summarized Sahih Al-Bukhari (Az- 
Zubaidy) 

At-Tajrid As-Sarih [in one volume]. 

b. Second form — Original Sahih Al-Bukhari [in nine (9) 
volumes]. 

All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the ‘Alamin 
(mankind, jinn and all that exists) and peace be upon our Prophet 
Muhammad ,0-j <4* <&' his family and his companions. 

Translator: 

Dr. Muha mm ad Muhsin Khan 

Islamic University 
Al-Madina Al-Munawwara 
Saudi Arabia. 
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REMARKS 

1 . Due to the non-existence of appropriate and equivalent English 
words for many Arabic words, such words have been 
transliterated and an explanation has been given immediately 
after each word when it occurs for the first time and a glossary 
of such words has been compiled at the end of this book. 
Certain religious formulas and invocations are also 
transliterated. 

2. The Arabic script is kept as it is for such expressions as Jw 

(The Most High), i* (peace be upon him), and ^ ^ 

(Allah be pleased with him) etc. 

3. Some materials concerned with Arabic grammar and etymology 
have been excluded from the English text. 

4. Most of the subnarrators are often omitted when possible and 
sometimes omy the first narrator in each string is kept. 

5 Imam Bukhari in his Sahih has classified and arranged the 
Ahadith according to the subject matter which they deal with. 
He gave to each chapter a title indicating a certain point and 
nder that title he stated down all the Ahadith that are relevant, 
•"his procedure has resulted in the occurrence of the same 
' idith under various headings, because one Hadith might deal 
m a great number of aspects of Islamic Jurisprudence. Imam 
,'uisharT used each Hadith so that every point that can be 
. i erred from it is referred to. 

ve chapters and the Ahadith are numbered. 

- tins translation I have tried my best to convey the meanings 
the Ahadith of our Prophet h-j -4* ii ju* (peace be upon him) 
• such a way as to enable the average reader to understand 
. c;. easily. At the same time I tried to translate the work 
„:e. irately, taking into consideration the statement of the 

vhet ,j -j (peace be upon him): “Whoever 

* nationally falsely ascribes anything to me, shall seek his 
ace in the Hell.” 

suggestions and comments for the improvement of this 
-ansi at ion shall be most welcomed. 
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Biography of Dr. Muhammad Muhsin Khan 



Dr. Muhammad Muhsin s/o Muhi-ud-Din bin Ahmed Al-EssaAl- 
Khoashki Al-Jamandi Al-Afghani, was bom in the year 1345 Al-Hijri, in 
Qasur, a city of the Punjab Province, in Pakistan. 

His grandfathers emigrated from Afghanistan escaping from the wars 
and tribal strifes. Dr. Muhammad Muhsin belongs to the famous 
Afghanese tribe Al-Khoashki Al-Jamandi. The residence place of his 
tribe was the valley of Arghastan south east of the city of Kandhar 
(Afghanistan). 

He had most of his education in that city, then he continued his 
education till he gained Degree in Medicine and Surgery from the 
University of Punjab, Lahore. Then he worked in the University 
Hospital in Lahore, after that he travelled to England and stayed there for 
about four years, where he got the Diploma of Chest Diseases from the 
University of Wales. Then he worked in the Ministry of Health, in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. He came during the period of late King Abdul 
Aziz Al-i-Saud. He stayed in the Ministry of Health for about 15 years, 
most of that period was in At-Taif, where he worked as the Director of 
El-Sadad Hospital for the Chest Diseases, then he moved to Al-Madina, 
where he worked as a Chief of the Department of Chest Diseases in the 
King’s Hospital. Then lastly, he worked as the Director of the Islamic 
University Hospital, Al-Madina Al-Munawwara. 

Allah (glory bt to Him) helped him to translate the meanings of the 
Ahadith of the book Sahih Al-Bukhari and the book Al-Lu-Lu-wal 
Marjan and the meanings of the interpretation of the Noble Qur’an into 
the English language. 





In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

A NOTE FROM THE PUBLISHER 

Islam is a heavenly system (or regime) for all the dwellers of the 
earth, and it is a mighty treasure if only mankind realizes its authenticity 
and truth. And in what a great need the whole world is today for ready 
understanding and thorough studying of its rules and regulations — i.e. 
the Noble Qur’an and the pious Sunna (legal ways, etc.) of Prophet 
Muhammad ^ *4* J** as these (the Qur’an and As-Sunna) accede to 

the demand of the people to know their Creator (the All-Mighty Allah, 
the Blessed, the Most High); organize and regulate the relations between 
them on the foundations of (Godly) Divine Justice and equality; and 
respond to the human nature equally to that, which makes sure for them their 
welfare (happiness) in this world and in the Hereafter (after their deaths). 

And how many disasters, calamities and wars, the mankind of the 
whole world is suffering because of their differences in their faith, and 
organizations, which have broken them into the worst type of breaking, 
so there remains no way out for any security or any safety or any peace 
except with Islam, i.e., by putting in practice the Laws of their Creator, 
Allah, (i.e. the Qur’an and As-Sunna ). 

Invitation to Islam is incumbent upon all those who have known it, 
and have enjoyed its taste and have been guided through its guidance. In 
fact, it is a great responsibility and a trust (of Allah) over (the shoulders 
of) all those who know IslSm, to preach it to mankind and invite them to 
it in a language which they speak and understand. 

This above mentioned responsibility was realized by Dr. Muhammad 
Muhsin, a physician, specialist in chest diseases, who worked for a 
period of time in England, and then he moved from there and settled in 
Al-Madina Al-Munawwara, after he witnessed an amazing matter of 
great fear and splendour during a dream at night. He saw the Messenger 
of Allah, Muhammad in that dream and the seeing of 

Prophet Muhammad fJL-j *4* in a dream means the truth. He saw him 
fi — in a great gathering and Muhammad Muhsin went ahead to 
kiss his ,|J — <4* -i' Ju* knees, but the Prophet ^ did not allow 

him to kiss them. He — - } U> was sweating profusely and 

Muhammad Muhsin started drinking his fL>j sweat till he felt 

satisfied (as if a thirsty man drinks water till his thirst is quenched). 
Then the Prophet fL.) * 4 * asked him for a piece of paper and wrote 
on it that he — -j* — 4 * ii wants him. Then the Prophet * 4 * it 

stamped it (that piece of written paper) with his stamp (Muhammad, the 
Messenger of AllSh)... till the end of the dream. 





So when Muhammad Muhsin got up (from his dream), he was shaken 
by the amazement, fear and splendour of that dream! ! ! He asked the 
religious learned scholars about the interpretation of that dream. Some of 
them informed him that he will narrate the Ahadith (statements, etc.) of 
the Prophet — *j * — J* jU . So he looked for the project that can serve 
Islam, i.e. by inviting and preaching those amongst human beings who 
can speak and understand English, he found that there is the book Sahth 
( Al-lmam ) Al-Bukhari and that is the most authentic and true among the 
books of the Prophet pL.j which needs to be translated into the 

English language. So he went ahead for it, to translate its meanings. He 
started this colossal work with the Help of Allah, putting his each and 
every effort. The project took nearly twelve years and the book (nine 
volumes, Arabic-English) was completed and printed with the Help of 
Allah. All the praises and thanks be to Allah (the only God and Lord of 
all), with Whose blessings are completed the righteous deeds. Peace, 
Blessings and Graces of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad 
pL.j j-e , his family and his Companions. 

Lastly I thank all the brothers who participated in the accomplishment 
of this colossal work particularly brother Saeeduddin and brother 
Mohammad Munawar who checked and rechecked again and again the 
manuscript with great perseverance. May Allah the All-Mighty bestow 
on them a great reward in this world and in the Hereafter. 



ABDUL MALIK MUJAHID 
General Manager 
DARUSSALAM 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
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and Publishing of the Detailed and 
Summarized Versions of Sahib 
Al-Bukhari, The Noble Qur'an and 
the Book Al-Lu*Lu Wal-Marjan. 



1, die undersigned Dr. Muhammad Mulisin 
Khan, die Translator of Sahih Al- Bukhari, 
The Noble Qur'dn and the Book Al-Lu-Lu 
Wal-Marjan in English language, hereby, 
authorize Brother Abdul Malik Mujahid s/o 
Muhanunad Younus (Pakistani National) to 
print, publish and reproduce the above 
mentioned Books in editions of various sizes 
and volumes all over the world in any form 
or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying and recording or by 
any information storage and retrieval 
system. 

This audiorization will remain valid in all 
conditions irrespective of any time limit. 

Allah is die Surety over what I say. 

.JZ 

Dr. MuhammdT^hs^ttTjJian 
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THE MIRACLES OF PROPHET MUHAMMAD 'L.j&hjl* 

At this point I would like to bring to the notice of the reader that the 

Prophet — 'j Uc- i» J-f was granted many miracles by Allah (the Lord of 

the heavens and the earth) and some of them are as follows: 

1. The Noble Qur’an is the living miracle bestowed by Allah upon 
Prophet Muhammad ,*J — -j i» and this, Allah’s Book, was 
revealed to him through the Ruh-ul-Qudus (Gabriel). Today 1400 
years have passed and nobody has been able to change a single letter 
or produce its imitation, as it is said in the Qur’an (see Surah Hijr , 
V.15:9) and the statement of the Prophet fL.j in : “Before me, 
every Prophet was given a miracle and they practised it during their 
lifetime: e.g., ‘Isa (Jesus) used to cure the sick and make the dead 
alive, etc., Musa (Moses) was given the stick etc., and I have been 
given the permanent miracle of the Qur’an till the Hour is 
established, so I hope that my followers will be more in number than 
all the other Messengers’ as my miracle will last till the Day of 
Resurrection, and it is a Glorious Book; when anyone reads it, even 
if he is a pagan, etc., he is convinced that it is produced by none but 
by the Creator of the heavens and the earth.” 

2. The splitting of the moon: Narrated Anas in ^ that the Makkans 
requested Allah’s Messenger <u* in to show them a miracle, so 
he showed them the splitting of the moon. (See Sahih Al-Bukhari, 
Hadith No. 3637). 

3. The crying of the stem of the date-palm tree in the Prophet’s 

Mosque: Narrated Ibn ‘Umar <uc in ^ that the Prophet ,jl> j in 

used to deliver his Khutba (religious talk) while leaning against a 
trunk of a date-palm tree. When he had the pulpit made and used it 
instead, the trunk started crying and the Prophet in went to 

it, rubbing his hand over it (to stop its crying). (See Sahih Al- 
Bukhari, Hadith No. 3583). 

4. The flowing of the water from among the fingers of Allah’s 

Messenger ,JL.j ^ in (See Sahih Al-Bukhari , Hadith No. 3579). 

Narrated Jabir bin ‘Abdullah <— *in tf — <>j : I was with the Prophet 
<Jc in j-e and the time for the Asr prayer became due. We had no 
water with us except a little which was put in a vessel and was 
brought to the Prophet ,4 — -j - — J* in J-e . He put his hand into it and 
spread out his fingers and then said, “Come along! Hurry up! All 






those who want to perform ablution. The blessing is from All&h.” I 
saw the water gushing out from his fingers. So the people performed 
the ablution and drank, and I tried to drink more of that water 
(beyond my thirst and capacity), for I knew that it was a blessing. 
The subnarrator said: I asked Jabir, “How many persons were you 
then?” He replied, “We were one thousand four hundred men.” 
(Salim said: Jabir said — 1500). ( Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith No. 
5639). 

5. The Prophet’s meals used to glorify Allah while he ate, and this 
glorification was heard by the Companions of the Prophet 
,JL. j 4 *Ip iii J ^> . (See Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith No. 3579). 

6. Stones used to greet the Prophet ,ju, whenever he passed by 

through the lanes of Makkah. 

7 . The throwing out of a dead body of a Christian by the earth: Narrated 

Anas: There was a Christian who embraced Islam and read Surat 
Al-Baqarah and A l- ‘Imran and he used to write the revelation for the 
Prophet fi — t»\ J-* . Later on he reverted to Christianity and used 
to say, “Muhammad knows nothing but what I have written for him.” 
Then Allah caused him to die and the people buried him but in the 
morning they found that the earth had thrown out his body. They 
said, “This is the deed of Muhammad ^ — . j and his 

companions. They have opened the grave of our companion and took 
his body out because he ran away from them,” so they again dug the 
grave deeper for him, but in the morning they again found that the 
earth had thrown the body out. They said, “This is a deed of 
Muhammad JL> and his companions.” So they dug a third 

grave for him as deep as they could, but in the morning they found 
that the earth had thrown the body out. Then they believed what had 
befallen him, was not done by mankind, and they had to leave the 
body on the ground. (See Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith No. 3617). 

8. The screening (shading) by the trees, for the Prophet to 

answer the call of nature. 

9. The rising of water in the well at Hudaibiya after it had dried. (See 
Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith No. 3577). 

10. The increase in the amount of dates in the garden of Jabir bin 
‘Abdullah after the Prophet ^ went round the heaps of 





dates and invoked Allah for His Blessings. (See Sahih Al-Bukhari, 
Hadith No. 3580). 

11. Speaking of the wolf: It has been written that a wolf also spoke to 

one of the Companions of the Prophet J-* near Al-Madina, 

as narrated in Musnad of Ahmad, Vol.3, Musnad Abi Saeed Al- 
Khudri. Narrated Abi Saeed Al-Khudri di ^ : (While a shepherd 
was amongst his sheep) suddenly a wolf attacked a sheep and took it 
away. The shepherd chased the wolf and took back the sheep. The 
wolf sat on its tail and addressed the shepherd saying: “Be afraid of 
Allah, you have taken the provision from me which Allah gave me.” 
The shepherd said: “What an amazing thing! A wolf sitting on its tail 
speaks to me in the language of a human being.” The wolf said: 
“Shall I tell you something more amazing them this? There is 
Muhammad ^->3 (the Messenger of Allah) in Yathrib (Al- 

Madina) informing the people about the news of the past.” Then the 
shepherd proceeded (towards Al-Madina) driving his sheep till he 
entered Al-Madina (city), cornered his sheep to one side and came to 
Allah’s Messenger (Muhammad) pi — JU and informed the 
whole story. Allah’s Messenger ordered for the proclamation of a 
congregational prayer ( ), then h e pL>j &\ Jl* came out and 

asked the shepherd to inform the people (about his story) and he 
informed them. Then Allah’s Messenger fL>j said: “He (the 

shepherd) has spoken the truth. By Him (AUSh) in Whose Hands my 
soul is, the Day of Resurrection will not be established till beasts of 

prey ( * ) speak to the human beings, and the stick lash and the 

shoe-laces of a person speak to him and his thigh informs him about 
his family as to what happened to them after him. [Musnad of 
Ahmad, Vol.3, Musnad Abi Saeed Al-Khudri], 

12. The Mi'raj: The Ascent of the Prophet to the heavens. 

(See Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith No. 349 and Hadith No.3887). 




In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

INTRODUCTION 

Imam Bukhari and his Book Sahih Al- Bukhari 

It has been unanimously agreed that Imam Bukhari’s work is the 
most authentic of all the other works in Hadith literature put 
together. The authenticity of Al-Bukhari’s work is such that the 
religious learned scholars of Islam said concerning him: “The most 
authentic book after the Book of Allah (i.e. Al-Qur’an) is Sahih 
Al-BukharV ’ 

Imam Bukhari was bom on 13th Shawwal in the year 194 A.H. 
in Bukhara in the territory of Khurasan (West Turkistan). His real 
name is Muhammad bin Ismail bin Al-Mughirah Al-Bukhari. 

His father died when he was still a young child and he was 
looked after by his mother. At the age of ten he started acquiring 
the knowledge of Hadith. He travelled to Makkah when he was 
sixteen years old accompanied by his mother and elder brother. It 
seemed as though Imam Bukhari loved Makkah and its learned 
religious scholars for he remained in Makkah after bidding farewell 
to his mother and brother. He spent two years in Makkah and then 
went to Al-Madina. After spending a total of six years in Al-Hijaz 
which comprises Makkah and Al-MadTna, he left for Basrah, Kufa 
and Baghdad and visited many other places including Egypt and 
Syria. He came to Baghdad on many occasions. He met many 
religious learned scholars including Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal. 

Owing to his honesty and kindness and the fact that he was 
trustworthy he used to keep away from the princes and rulers for 
fear that he may incline to say things to please them. 

Many a story has been told about Imam Bukhari regarding his 
struggles in collecting Hadith literature. He travelled to many 
different places gathering the precious gems that fell from the lips 
of the noble Prophet Muhammad (JujU* iiju. . It is said that Imam 
Bukhari collected over 300,000 Ahadith and he himself memorized 
200,000 of which some were unreliable. He was bom at a time 





when Hadith was being forged either to please rulers or kings or to 
corrupt the religion of Islam. 

It is said that Imam Bukhari (before compiling Sahih Al- 
Bukhari) saw in a dream, standing in front of Prophet Muhammad 
fL.j ^ having a fan in his hand and driving away the flies from 
the Prophet fi—*j Imam Bukhari asked some of those who 

interpret dreams, and they interpreted his dream that he will drive 
away the falsehood asserted against the Prophet a* at . 

So it was a great task for him to sift the forged Ahadith from the 
authentic ones. He laboured day and night and although he had 
memorised such a large number he only chose approximately 7,275 
with repetition and about 2,230 without repetition of which there is 
no doubt about their authenticity. 

Before he recorded each Hadith, he would make ablution and 
offer a two Rak'at prayer and supplicate his Lord (Allah). Many 
religious scholars of Islam tried to find fault in the great remarkable 
collection — Sahih Al-Bukhari, but without success. It is for this 
reason, they unanimously agreed that the most authentic book after 
the Book of Allah is Sahih Al-Bukhari. 

Imam Bukhari died on first Shaww&l in the year 256 A.H., and 
was buried in Khartank, a village near Samarkand. May Allah have 
mercy on his soul. 



Dr. Muhammad Muhsin 

Islamic University, Al-Madina Al-Munawwara 
(Saudi Arabia) 





TRANSLITERATION OF 
CERTAIN FORMULAE AND THEIR MEANINGS 

1. Allahumma aslamtu wajhi ’ilaika, wa fawwadtu antri ’ilaika, wa 
’aljatu zahri 'ilaika raghbatan-wa rahbatan 'ilaika. La malja ’ minka 
ilia 'ilaika. Allahumma amantu bikitabikal-ladhi anzalta wa 
binabiyikal-ladhi 'arsalta. 

[O Allah! I surrender to You and trust You in all my affairs and 
depend upon You for Your Blessings both with hope and fear of 
You. There is no place of protection and safety except with You. O 
Allah! I believe in the Book (the Qur’an) You have revealed and in 
the Prophet (Muhammad Ju») whom You have sent]. 

2. Wa ash-hadu anna Muhammadan Rasul-ullah. 

[And I testily that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah], 

3. Haiya ‘alas-Salah. 

[Come for the prayer] 

4. La hawla wala quwata ilia billah. 

[There is neither might nor any power except with Allah]. 

5. Allahumma Rabba hadhihi-dda-watit-tammati was-saldtil-qa 'imati, 
ati Muhammadanil-wasilata wal-fadilata, wab ‘athhu maqdman 
Mahmdda nil-ladhi wa'adt-tahu. 

[O Allah! Lord of this perfect call and of the regular prayer which is 
going to be established! Kindly give Muhammad the 

right of intercession and superiority and send him (on the Day of 
Judgement) to the best and the highest place in Paradise which You 
promised him]. 

6. Sami' alldhu-liman hamidah. 

[Allah heard those who sent praises to Him]. 

7. Rabbana wa lakal-hamd. 

[O our Lord! All the praises are for You]. 

8. Allahumma ba'id baini baina khatayaya katna bd-‘adt-ta bainal- 

mashriqi wal-maghribi. Allahumma naqqini min khataya kama 
yunaqqa-ththawbul-abyadu minad-danas. Allahumma- ghsil 

khatdyaya bil-ma’i wath-thalji wal-barad. 

[O Allah! Set me apart from the sins (faults) as east and west are set 
apart from each other and cleanse me from sins as a white garment is 




cleaned of dirt (after thorough washing). 0 Allah! Wash off my sins 
with water, snow and hail]. 

9. Al-hamdu lillahi Rabbil- 'dlamin. 

[All praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of ‘Alamtn (mankind, 
jinn and all that exists]. 

10. At-tahiyydtu lillahi was-salawdtu wat-taiyibatu. As-salamu ‘alaika 
aiyuhan-Nabiyu wa rahmatu-lldhi wa barakatuhu. As-salamu ‘alaina 
wa ‘ala ‘ibadillah is-salihin. 

[All the compliments, prayers and good things are due to Allah; 
peace be on you, O Prophet, and Allah’s Mercy and Blessings be on 
you. Peace be on us and on the true pious devotees of Allah]. 

1 1. Allahumma inni a'udhu bika min ‘adhabil-qabri, wa a'udhu bika min 
fitnatil-masih-id-dajjal, wa a'udhu bika min fitnatil-mahya wal- 
mamati. Allahumma inni a'udhu bika minal-md’thami wal- 

maghrami. 

[O Allah! I seek Your Protection against the punishment of the grave 
and against the Fitnah (trial and affliction) of Masih Ad-Dajjal and 
the Fitnah (trial and afflictions) of life and death. O Allah, I seek 
Your Protection against sins and debts]. 

12. Allahumma inni zalamtu nafsi zulman kathiranw-wala yaghfirudh- 
dhundba illd anta, faghfirli maghfiratam-min ‘indika, war-hamnt 
innaka antal-Ghafur-ur-Rahim. 

[O Allah! I have done great injustice to myself and none except You 
forgive sins, so please forgive me and be Merciful to me as You are 
the Oft-Forgiver, the Most Merciful]. 

13. Ld-ilaha illalldhu wahdahu la sharika lahu, lahul-mulku wa lahul- 
hamdu, wa Huwa ‘ala kulli shai’in Qadir. Allahumma Id mani'a lima 
a'taita, wa lamu'tiya lima mana’ta, wa la yanfa'u dhal-jaddi minkal- 

jadd. 

[None has the right to be worshipped but Allah and He has no 
partners in worship (nothing is to be worshipped) along with Him, 
for Him is the kingdom and all the praises are for Him and He is 
Omnipotent. O Allah! Nobody can hold back what You give and 
nobody can give what You hold back, and hard efforts by anyone (or 
good luck or riches) for anything cannot benefit one against Your 
Will and Decisions]. 




TRANSLITERATION 




In transliterating Arabic words, the following system of symbols has 
been used: 

1. Consonants 












































[1] 



1 Arabic script 


English symbol 


English words having 
similar sounds 


-ft 


h 


health 


J 


w 


wealth 


ij 


y 


youth 



* This symbol represents a glottal stop (transliterated medially and 
finally and not represented in transliteration when initial). 

** These sounds have no equivalent sounds in English. 

Native speakers of English usually identify them with familiar English 
sounds in the following manner: 



r 


h 


h 


^ 


J 

s 


S 




d 


d 


h 


t 


t 




z 


z 


J 


q 


k 



*** The Arabic sounds represented by the symbols (’ / ‘ ) and the ones 
mentioned in the previous note are to be learned by imitating the native 
speakers of Arabic, if one wants to be exact in their pronunciation. 



2. Vowels 

There are only six vowels in Arabic; three of them are short and the other 
three are long. They are symbolized in the following way: 

a approximately as in ‘bad’ 

i as in ‘bid’ 

u as in ‘pull’ 

a as in ‘father’ 

i as in ‘bread’ 

u as in ‘pool’ 
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In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious , tfze 
Mart Merciful 
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Said Ash-Shaikh Al-Imam Al-Hafiz Abu- 
‘Abdullah Muhammad bin Isma’Il bin 
Ibrahim bin Al-Mughlra Al-Buldiarl (May 
Allah JU; be Merciful to him) : 

(1) CHAPTER. How the Divine Revelation 
started to be revealed to Allah’s Messenger sg . 

And the Statement of Allah 
‘‘Verily, We have sent the revelation to you 
(0 Muhammad |g) as We sent the revelation 
to Noah and the Prophets after him.” 

(V .4:163) 
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1 . Narrated ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab *4i\ ^ j 
-up: I heard Allah’s Messenger ^ saying, 
“The reward of deeds depends upon the 
intentions and every person will get the 
reward according to what he has intended. 
So whoever emigrates for worldly benefits or 
for a woman to marry, his emigration will be 
for what he emigrated for.” (1) 
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(1) (H.l) The Prophet said this on the occasion of someone’s emigration from Makkah 
to Al-Madlna not for the sake of the Islamic Cause but to marry a woman who had 
stipulated that he should emigrate if he wanted to marry her. Anyhow, this Hadith 
implies a general principle, i.e., one is rewarded for his deeds according to his real 
intentions and not according to his actual deeds which might be good in themselves but 
were motivated by an ill intention . 
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(2) CHAPTER. 

2. Narrated ‘Aishah ft) the 

Mother of the faithful believers : (l) Al- 
Harith bin Hisham <cp ft) asked Allah’s 
Messenger “O Allah’s Messenger! How is 
the Divine Revelation revealed to you?” 
Allah’s Messenger jgg replied, “Sometimes 
it is (revealed) like the ringing of a bell , this 
form of Revelation is the hardest of all and 
then this state passes off after I have grasped 
what is revealed . Sometimes the angel comes 
in the form of a man and talks to me and I 
grasp whatever he says.” ‘Aishah ft) 
added : Verily I saw the Prophet jgg being 
inspired (Divinely) and (noticed) the sweat 
dropping from his forehead on a very cold 
day as the Revelation was over . 



(3) CHAPTER. 

3. Narrated ‘Aishah ft I the 

Mother of the faithful believers: The 
commencement of the (Divine) Revelation 
to Allah’s Messenger gjg was in the form of 
good righteous (true) dreams which came 
true like bright daylight, and then the love of 
seclusion was bestowed upon him . He used 
to go in seclusion in the cave of Hira’ where 
he used to worship (Allah Alone) 
continuously for many nights before 
returning to (or his desire to see) his 
family. He used to take with him the 
journey food for the stay and then come 
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(1) (H.2) Allah Ju calls the wives of the Prophet jjg “the Mothers of the faithful” in that 
the believers should show respect and reverence and none of the believers were 
permitted to marry any of them after the Prophet’s death . [See the Qur’an (V.33 :6)] . 
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back to (his wife) Khadlja to take his food 
likewise again till suddenly the Truth 
descended upon him while he was in the 
cave of Hira’. The angel came to him and 
asked him to read. The Prophet replied, 
“I do not know how to read 

The Prophet added, “Then the angel 
caught me (forcefully) and pressed me so 
hard that I could not bear it any more . He 
then released me and again asked me to read 
and I replied, T do not know how to read.’ 
Thereupon he caught me again and pressed 
me a second time till I could not bear it any 
more . He then released me and again asked 
me to read but again I replied, £ I do not know 
how to read (or what shall I read?)’. 
Thereupon he caught me for the third time 
and pressed me, and then released me and 
said, ‘Read in the Name of your Lord, Who 
has created (all that exists) . Has created man 
from a clot (a piece of thick coagulated 
blood). Read! And your Lord is the Most 
Generous.’” (V. 96:1-3) Then Allah’s 
Messenger returned with the Revelation 
and with his heart beating severely. Then he 
went to Khadlja bint Khuwailid 
and said, “Cover me! Cover me!” They 
covered him till his fear was over and after 
that he told Khadlja iii ^ j everything 
that had happened (and said), “I fear that 
something may happen to me.” Khadlja 
replied, “Never! By Allah, Allah will never 
disgrace you. You keep good relations with 
your kith and kin, help the poor and the 
destitute, serve your guests generously and 
assist the deserving calamity-afflicted ones.” 
Khadlja %\ then accompanied him 
to her cousin Waraqa bin Naufal bin Asad 
bin ‘Abdul ‘Uzza , who , during the Period of 
Ignorance became a Christian and used to 
write the writing with Hebrew letters. He 
would write from the Gospel in Hebrew as 
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much as Allah wished him to write . He was 
an old man and had lost his eyesight . Khadlja 
said to Waraqa, “Listen to (the story of) your 
nephew, O my cousin!” Waraqa asked, “O 
my nephew! What have you seen?” Allah’s 
Messenger described whatever he had 
seen. Waraqa said, “This is the same one 
[who keeps the secrets i.e., angel Jibril 
(Gabriel)] whom Allah had sent to Musa 
(Moses) . I wish I were young and could live 
up to the time when your people would turn 
you out.” Allah’s Messenger asked, “Will 
they drive me out?” Waraqa replied in the 
affirmative and said, “Anyone (man) who 
came with something similar to what you 
have brought was treated with hostility ; and 
if I should remain alive till the day (when you 
will be turned out) then I would support you 
strongly.” But after a few days Waraqa died 
and the Divine Revelation was also paused 
for a while . 

4 . Narrated Jabir bin ‘Abdullah Al-Ansarl 
while talking about the period of pause in 
revelation, reported the speech of the 
Prophet gg|, “While I was walking, all of a 
sudden I heard a voice from the sky . I looked 
up and saw the same angel , who had visited 
me at the cave of Hira’, sitting on a chair 
between the sky and the earth . I got scared of 
him and came back home and said, ‘Wrap me 
(in blankets).’ And then Allah JUj revealed 
the following Holy Verses (of the Qur’an) : 

‘O you (Muhammad jjg) enveloped (in 
garments)! Arise and warn . . . (up to) ... and 
keep away from Ar-Rujz (the idols)!’ 
(V .74:1-5) 

After this, the revelation started coming 
strongly and frequently in succession one 
after the other.” 
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(4) CHAPTER. 

5. Narrated Sa‘Id bin Jubair: Ibn ‘Abbas 
in the explanation of the Statement of Allah 
JU; : ‘Move not your tongue concerning (the 
Qur’an, O Muhammad jg) to make haste 
therewith’ (V. 75:16) said, “Allah’s 
Messenger £g used to bear the revelation 
with great stress and hardness, and used to 
move his lips (quickly with the Revelation).” 

Ibn ‘Abbas moved his lips saying, “I am 
moving my lips (in front of you) as Allah’s 
Messenger £g used to move his.” 

Sa‘Id moved his lips saying : “I am moving 
my lips, as I have seen Ibn ‘Abbas moving 
his.” 

[Ibn ‘Abbas 14 * fti added] , “So Allah 
revealed ‘Move not your tongue 
concerning (the Qur’an, O Muhammad £g) 
to make haste therewith. It is for Us to 
collect it and to give you (O Muhammad jg) 
the ability to recite it (the Qur’an) 
(V.75 :16,17), [which means that Allah will 
make him (the Prophet sg) remember the 
portion of the Qur’an which was revealed at 
that time by heart and recite it]. The 
Statement of Allah: ‘And when We have 
recited it to you [O Muhammad through 
Jibril (Gabriel)] then follow you its (the 
Qur’an’s) recital’ (V.75 :18) (means ‘listen 
to it and be silent’) . ‘Then it is for Us (Allah) 
to make it clear to you’ (V.75: 19) means 
then it is (for Allah) to make you recite it 
(and its meaning will be clear by itself 
through your tongue). Afterwards, Allah’s 
Messenger £g used to listen to Jibril 
whenever he came and after his departure 
he used to recite it as Jibril had recited it.” 
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(5) CHAPTER. 

6. Narrated Ibn ‘Abbas 
Allah’s Messenger ^ was the most 
generous of all the people, and he used to 
reach the peak in generosity in the month of 
Ramadan when Jibril (Gabriel) met him. 
Jibrll used to meet him every night of 
Ramadan to teach him the Qur’an . 

Allah’s Messenger was the most generous 
person, even more generous than the fair 
winds [sent (by Allah) with glad tidings 
(rain), in readiness and haste to do chari- 
table deeds] . 



(6) CHAPTER. 

7. Narrated Ibn ‘Abbas 14 ^ ^ : Abu 

Sufyan bin Harb informed me that Heraclius 
had sent a messenger to him while he had 
been accompanying a caravan from Quraish . 
They were merchants doing business in Sh am 
(Syria, Palestine, Lebanon and Jordan), at 
the time when Allah’s Messenger jg had 
truce with Abu Sufyan and Quraish infidels . 
So Abu Sufyan and his companions went to 
Heraclius at ’Ilya (Jerusalem). Heraclius 
called them in the court and he had all the 
senior Roman dignitaries around him. He 
called for his translator who, translating 
Heraclius’ question said to them, “Who 
amongst you is closely related to that man 
who claims to be a Prophet?” Abu Sufyan 
replied, “I am the nearest relative to him 
(amongst the group) .” 

Heraclius said, “Bring him (Abu Sufyan) 
close to me and make his companions stand 
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behind him.” Abu Sufyan added, “Heraclius 
told his translator to tell my companions that 
he wanted to put some questions to me 
regarding that man (the Prophet) and that if I 
told a lie they (my companions) should 
contradict me.” Abu Sufyan added, “By 
Allah! Had I not been afraid of my 
companions labelling me a liar, I would not 
have spoken the truth about the Prophet ${| . 

The first question he asked me about him 
was : ‘What is his family status amongst you?’ 
I replied, ‘He belongs to a noble family 
amongst us.’ Heraclius further asked, ‘Has 
anybody else amongst you ever claimed the 
same (i.e. to be a Prophet) before his 
(claim)?’ I replied, ‘No.’ He asked, ‘Was 
anybody amongst his ancestors a king?’ I 
replied, ‘No.’ Heraclius asked, ‘Do the 
nobles or the poor follow him?’ I replied, 
‘It is the poor who follow him He said, ‘Are 
his followers increasing or decreasing (day by 
day)?’ I replied, ‘They are increasing.’ He 
then asked, ‘Does anybody amongst those 
who embrace his religion become displeased 
and renounce the religion afterwards?’ I 
replied, ‘No.’ Heraclius said, ‘Have you 
ever accused him of telling lies before his 
claim (to be a Prophet)?’ I replied, ‘No.’ 
Heraclius said, ‘Does he ever betray or prove 
treacherous to his covenants?’ I replied, ‘No . 
We are at truce with him but we do not know 
what he will do in it.’ I could not find 
opportunity to say anything against him 
except that word. Heraclius asked, ‘Have 
you ever had a fight with him?’ I replied, 
‘Yes.’ Then he said, ‘What was the outcome 
of your battles with him?’ I replied, ‘The 
fighting between us and him was undecided 
and victory was shared between us and him by 
turns.’ Heraclius said, ‘What does he order 
you to do?’ I said, ‘He tells us to worship 
Allah Alone and not to worship anything 
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along with Him, and to renounce all that our 
ancestors had said. He orders us to pray, to 
speak the truth, to be chaste and to keep 
good relations with our kith and kin.’ 

Heraclius asked the translator to convey 
to me the following, ‘I asked you about his 
family and your reply was that he belongs to a 
noble family amongst you. In fact all the 
Messengers come from noble families 
amongst their respective peoples. I 
questioned you whether anybody else 
amongst you claimed such a thing, your 
reply was in the negative . If the answer had 
been in the affirmative , I would have thought 
that this man was following the previous 
man’s statement . Then I asked you whether 
anyone of his ancestors was a king. Your 
reply was in the negative , and if it had been in 
the affirmative, I would have thought that 
this man wanted to take back his ancestral 
kingdom. I further asked whether he was 
ever accused of telling lies before he said 
what he said, and your reply was in the 
negative . 

So I wondered how a person who does not 
tell a lie about others could ever tell a lie 
about Allah. I, then asked you whether the 
rich people followed him or the poor. You 
replied that it was the poor who followed 
him . And in fact these (poor always) are the 
followers of the Messengers. Then I asked 
you whether his followers were increasing or 
decreasing. You replied that they were 
increasing, and in fact this is the way of 
true faith, till it is complete in all respects. I 
further asked you whether there was 
anybody, who, after embracing his religion, 
became displeased and discarded his 
religion. Your reply was in the negative, 
and in fact this is (the sign of) true faith, 
when its delight enters the hearts and mixes 
with them completely. I asked you whether 
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he had ever betrayed. You replied in the 
negative and likewise the Messengers never 
betray. Then I asked you what he ordered 
you to do . You replied that he ordered you to 
worship Allah (and Allah Alone) and not to 
worship anything along with Him and 
forbade you to worship idols and ordered 
you to pray, to speak the truth and to be 
chaste . If what you have said is true , he will 
very soon occupy this place [which is 
underneath my feet (now)] and I knew it 
(from the Scriptures) that he was going to 
appear but I did not know that he would be 
from you, and if I am sure^ to reach him, I 
would go immediately to meet him and if I 
were with him, I would certainly wash his 
feet 

Heraclius then asked for the letter 
addressed by Allah’s Messenger j|| which 
was delivered by Dihya to the governor of 
Busra, who forwarded it to Heraclius to 
read. The contents of the letter were as 
follows : 

In the Name of Allah the Most Gracious, 
the Most Merciful . 

(This letter is) from Muhammad, the 
slave of Allah and His Messenger (gg), to 
Heraclius the ruler of Byzantines. Peace be 
upon him who follows the right path. Then 
after: I invite you to Islam, and if you 
become a Muslim you will be safe , and Allah 
will double your reward , and if you reject this 
invitation of Islam you will be committing a 
sin by misguiding your Arisiyin (peasants) . 
And (I recite to you Allah’s Statement :) 

‘O people of the Scripture (Jews and 
Christians)! Come to a word that is just 
between us and you, that we worship none 
but Allah ju; and that we associate no 
partners with Him , and that none of us shall 
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(1) (H.7) Means that he (Heraclius) was afraid of his people to meet him sg£. 



